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causes of the diminution of the birth-rate, so much
to be regretted from the standpoint of the happi-
ness of the family and of the prosperity of the
State?

Sometimes the man, sometimes the woman,
sometimes both, refuse to perform this duty on
which their happiness frequently depends. The
motives are various. In making laws for the
woman and the child, the modern government
has forgotten the fate of the parents. The child
and the woman were formerly sources of income
to the father of the family. Now, thanks to the
laws limiting and regulating their labour, they are
often a burden upon him. No doubt the child
and the woman will never be sufficiently protected,
but we must also think of the man who bears the
expenses of these beneficent laws. A series of
laws are imposed in favour of fathers of large
families. Reduction of taxes, freedom from mili-
tary service, pecuniary assistance, free schools
and clothing, pensions granted to mothers in
proportion to the number of their children, and a
thousand other means must, and doubtless will,
be utilised in order to create a premium on large
families.

Mothers fulfil a social function more advan-
tageous than that of many officials. The rewards